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The Importance of Location in Retirement Living

Choosing the right location for your retirement village is one of the most significant decisions
you'll make in your later years. Unlike buying a family home where you might move again in
a few years, your retirement village choice is likely to be your final home. The location affects
everything from your daily lifestyle and social connections to your access to healthcare,
family visits, and ongoing costs of living.

This edition explores the critical factors Australian retirees should consider when evaluating

retirement village locations, helping you make an informed decision that will enhance your
quality of life for years to come.

Understanding Australian Retirement Village Locations

Urban Villages
Located in major cities and metropolitan areas:
Advantages:
o Close proximity to major hospitals and specialist medical services
e Excellent public transport connections
e Cultural attractions, theatres, museums, and restaurants
o Higher property values but potentially better resale
e More diverse community services and activities
Considerations:
e Greater housing density and less green space

Suburban Villages
Positioned in established suburban areas:
Advantages:
o Balance between city amenities and quieter lifestyle
e Good access to shopping centres and local services
o Established community infrastructure
o Family-friendly areas where adult children may visit more easily
e Moderate cost of living
e Access to local parks and recreational facilities

Regional Villages
Located in country towns and regional centres:
Advantages:
e Lower cost of living and village entry fees
e Strong community spirit and local connections
o Peaceful, slower pace of life
e Access to natural beauty and outdoor activities



Considerations:
o May have limited specialist medical services
o Potential distance from family in metropolitan areas

Coastal Villages
Situated near beaches and waterways:
Advantages:
o Attractive lifestyle with ocean or river views
e Mild climates in many coastal areas
e Tourist attractions and seasonal activities
Considerations:
e Higher property costs in desirable locations
e Risk of natural disasters (cyclones, storm surge)
e Seasonal population fluctuations

Tree Change Locations
Mountain areas and rural settings:
Advantages:
e Cooler climates and scenic environments
e Lower population density and noise levels
e Qutdoor recreation opportunities
Considerations:
o Potential isolation from services
e Seasonal weather challenges
e Limited public transport options

X Climate Considerations Across Australia

Tropical North (Queensland, Northern Territory, Northern WA)

Advantages:

e \Warm weather year-round

o Winter months offer ideal conditions

e Outdoor lifestyle opportunities
Considerations:

e Hot, humid summers

o Wet season flooding risks

e Cyclone season preparations

e Higher cooling costs

o Potential health impacts of extreme heat



Temperate Coastal Areas (Sydney, Melbourne, Adelaide, Perth)

Advantages:
e Moderate temperatures year-round
e Four distinct seasons
e Generally reliable rainfall
Considerations:
o Higher cost of living
e Bushfire risks in some areas
e Occasional extreme weather events
e Air quality concerns in some cities

Inland Areas (Central NSW, Victoria, Southern Queensland)

Advantages:

e Lower cost of living

e Less humidity

e Strong rural communities
Considerations:

o Greater temperature extremes

o Drought conditions possible

o Distance from coastal medical facilities

e Reduced public transport options

Southern Tasmania

Advantages:

e Mild summers

e Clean air and natural beauty

e Lower cost of living
Considerations:

e Cool winters requiring heating

e Limited specialist medical services

e Isolation from mainland Australia

e Ferry transport for mainland visits

¥ Proximity to Family and Friends

Distance Considerations

Planning for ongoing relationships:

o How often do you want to see family?

e Can family easily visit by car or public transport?

e Are there airports nearby for interstate family visits?
o Will grandchildren be able to visit regularly?

o Consider your own mobility as you age



Family Dynamics

Understanding your support network:

Which family members provide practical support?
Who would be your emergency contacts?

Are adult children likely to relocate in the future?

What role do you want to play in grandchildren's lives?
Consider cultural and religious community connections

Social Networks

Maintaining existing friendships:

How important are current friendships to your wellbeing?

Can friends easily visit your new location?

Are you prepared to build new social networks?

What community groups or clubs do you want to continue with?

B Healthcare Access and Quality

Public Healthcare Services

Public Hospitals

Distance to nearest public hospital
Availability of emergency services
Specialist services offered locally
Quality ratings and wait times
Ambulance response times

Community Health Centres

Location of nearest community health facility

Services offered (Allied health, nursing, mental health)
Bulk billing GP availability

Chronic disease management programs

Private Healthcare Options

For those with private health insurance:

Private hospitals and day surgery centres
Specialist medical practitioners

Private allied health services

Dental and optical services

Alternative therapy practitioners



Aged Care Services

Understanding local aged care availability:

Home care package providers in the area
Residential aged care facilities nearby
Dementia-specific services

Palliative care options

Respite care availability

Transport and Accessibility

Public Transport Networks

Metropolitan Areas

Train, bus, and tram networks
Frequency and reliability of services
Accessibility features for mobility aids
Concession fares for seniors

Night services and weekend coverage

Regional Areas

Local bus services and routes
Connection to larger transport hubs
Taxi and ride-share availability
Community transport services
Medical transport options

Private Transport Considerations

Planning for changing mobility:

Parking availability at the village

Garage or covered parking options
Proximity to petrol stations and services
Local driving conditions and traffic
Planning for when you can no longer drive

Walking and Cycling Infrastructure

Active transport options:

Footpath quality and lighting
Bicycle paths and safety

Distance to shops and services
Terrain and gradient considerations
Weather protection while walking



& Shopping and Essential Services

Daily Shopping Needs

e Supermarkets and grocery stores
e Pharmacies and medical supplies
e Banks and post offices

e Hardware and variety stores

e Fresh food markets

Specialty Shopping
e Department stores and clothing shops
e Bookshops and library services
e Garden centres and nurseries
o Craft and hobby supplies
e Technology and repair services

Online Shopping Considerations

o Reliable internet for online shopping

e Delivery services to your village

e Click and collect options nearby

e Package delivery security at the village

e Technology support for online purchasing

€Y Recreation and Lifestyle Opportunities

Cultural Activities

e Theatres, cinemas, and arts centres
e Museums and galleries

e Libraries and literary societies

e Music venues and festivals

e Historical societies and tours

Sporting and Recreation Facilities

e Swimming centres and gyms

e Golf courses and bowling greens
e Tennis courts and sports clubs

e Walking trails and cycling paths

o Water sports and boating facilities



Educational Opportunities

o University of the Third Age (U3A) branches
e TAFE courses for seniors

e Community education centres

o Computer and technology classes

o Language learning opportunities

Social and Community Groups

e Service clubs (Rotary, Lions, Probus)
e Religious and spiritual communities

e Gardening and hobby clubs

o Volunteer opportunities

e Cultural and ethnic associations

® Cost of Living Variations

Housing Market Factors

Understanding local property values:

o Entry fees for retirement villages in the area
o Potential for capital appreciation

e Ongoing fees and charges

e Local property market trends

o Deferred management fees

Daily Living Costs

Budgeting for ongoing expenses:
e Grocery and food costs
o Utilities (electricity, gas, water)
e Transport and fuel costs
e Healthcare and pharmacy expenses
e Entertainment and dining out

State and Local Government Charges

Additional costs to consider (not all may be applicable):

e Council rates and charges

o State government fees

o Parking and registration costs
e Tourist and visitor charges

e Emergency services levies



() Safety and Security Considerations

Crime and Safety Statistics

Researching local safety:

o Police crime statistics for the area

o Village security measures

e Neighbourhood watch programs

o Street lighting and safety features

e Emergency services response times

Natural Disaster Risks
Bushfire Risk Areas

o Fire danger ratings and seasons

e Evacuation procedures and routes

e Building standards and defensible space

e Emergency warnings and communications

Flood-Prone Areas

e Flood zone mapping and history

o Emergency evacuation procedures
e Insurance implications

e Building elevation and protection

Other Natural Hazards

e Cyclone and severe storm risks

e Earthquake zones

o Coastal erosion and sea level rise
e Extreme heat events

B Infrastructure and Future Development

Current Infrastructure Quality

Assessing existing services:

e Road quality and maintenance

e Internet and telecommunications
o Electricity grid reliability

o Water and sewerage systems

o \Waste management services



Future Development Plans

Looking ahead:

e Local council development plans
o New infrastructure projects

o Population growth projections

e Zoning changes and approvals

e Impact on amenity and services

Technology Infrastructure

Digital connectivity needs:

e NBN availability and speeds

e Mobile phone coverage quality
o Digital television reception

e Smart city initiatives

e Technology support services

ff#] State-by-State Location Considerations

New South Wales

Popular retirement areas and considerations:
o Central Coast: Lifestyle and healthcare balance

o South Coast: Coastal beauty with service access
e Blue Mountains: Cooler climate, scenic environment
e Hunter Valley: Wine country lifestyle
e Mid-North Coast: Affordable coastal living
Victoria

Retirement destination highlights:

e Mornington Peninsula: Bayside lifestyle near Melbourne
Gippsland Lakes: Natural beauty and recreation
Macedon Ranges: Cool climate and wine regions
Surf Coast: Active coastal lifestyle
Northeast Victoria: Mountain and valley settings

Queensland

Retirement-friendly locations:

e Gold Coast: Lifestyle and entertainment
Sunshine Coast: Beaches and hinterland
Redland Bay: Island lifestyle near Brisbane
Toowoomba: Garden city with cooler climate
Cairns region: Tropical north lifestyle



Western Australia

Retirement considerations:

e Perth southern suburbs: Established communities
Mandurah: Canal and beach lifestyle
Southwest region: Wine country and forests
Geraldton: Regional coastal centre
Albany: Historic coastal town

South Australia

Retirement locations:
e Adelaide Hills: Cooler climate and wine regions
e Fleurieu Peninsula: Coastal and rural options
o Riverland: Affordable riverside living
o Barossa Valley: Wine country lifestyle

B Questions?

Our expert tours include detailed discussions about retirement villages and how they
match your specific needs.

R Phone: 0403 984 500
Email: info@retirementvillagesolutions.com.au




